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AI GIRI NANDINI

SHANKARACHARYA'S PRAISE OF THE DIVINE MOTHER
E                  

Ai Giri Nandini Nandit. Medini

O beloved Daughter of the mountains, the One who brings about great joy to the earth,

Vishw. Vinodini Nandanute

The One who brings joy to the whole universe, I prostrate myself before You who are of the form of complete bliss
Amin                                          E

Girivar. Vindhya Shirodhini Vasini

Your holy abode is in the king of the mountains, the Vindhyas
E                                    F                        E

Vishnu Vilasini Vishnu Nute

Shri Vishnu is filled with joy when He meditates on You. I seek refuge at Your Lotus Feet
E                            
Bhagavati He Shiti Kanth. Kutumbini

O great creatrix of this universe, the great Goddess who is the Wife of Lord Shiva, the blue throated one, and of the family of Lord shiva

Bhuri Kutumbini Bhurikrute

You belong to the universal family and for You the whole universe is Your family. You are the One who does the greatest of great actions, namely giving self-realisation.

Chorus:
Amin                                   E
Jay. Jay. He Mahishasur. Mardini
)

Victory to You O Great Goddess who killed the terrible demon, Mahishasura
E                                         F                  E
Ramyak. Par.dini Shailasute
)    (x3)

You are the One with the beautiful luminous face, Daughter of the king of the Mountains, Shri Parvati, the Wife of the One who has the matted locks, that is Lord Shiva

    E 

2)Sur.var. Varshini Dur.dhar. Dhar.shini

On the Gods You shower auspicious blessings. Enemies of the Gods are so powerful, yet You are able to keep them away.

Dur.mukh. Marshini Har.sharate

You are the Destroyer of the evil faced ones (demons). You are the giver of uninterrupted happiness
Amin                                       E

Tribhuvan. Poshini Shankar. Toshini

You are the One who looks after and sustains all the three worlds, the One who is the ultimate joy of Lord Shankara.
E                                         F                    E
Kilbisha Moshini Ghosharate

You alone can destroy all our sins which You do by giving us self-realisation. Yet for the enemies of the gods and of Your children, You always wear a ferocious expression that says "beware!"
E             
Danuj. Niroshini Kshitisut. Roshini

You show to the Gods that You are pleased with them. Yet to the sons of Diti who are the demons, (different from Aditi, the Mother of the Gods) You always show Your displeasure.
E                                                             
Dur.mud. Shoshini Sindhusute

Even though there may be demons who have great strength, You can take their evil strength away
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3)Ai Shat. Khanda Vikhandit. Runda

O Goddess You cut the demons into 100 parts and then cut them again and scatter the pieces

Vitundit. Shunda Gajadhipate

And pulverise the remaining parts into less than dust — even those demons that could be described as powerful as the King of Elephants.

Ripu Gaja Ganda Vidarana Chanda

The demons who are as strong as elephants or as ferocious as lions,

Parakrama Shunda Mrugadhipate

You alone, O Great Goddess, cut them and smash them into nothing

Nijabhuj. Danda Nipatit. Chanda

All this You do by using Your own powerful arms, without the help of anyone else. And after having destroyed them completely, if anything remains there, You scatter that also away

Vipatit. Munda Bhatadhapate

You cut off their heads in one sweep and toss them away like balls

4)Dhanu Ranu Shanga Rana Kshana Sanga

In the battlefield You are so absorbed in the battle that Your arm moves continuously shooting arrows. Your entire body shakes as if You are dancing and Your bangles make musical sounds

Parisphut. Danga Natatkatake

Even while You are continuously brandishing the force of the Gods, You do it with total concentration, with grace and beauty

Kanak. Pishanga Pushatka Nishanga

O Great Goddess, You destroyed the demon Vatuke, when You shot Your arrows in the battlefield

Vasad Bhata Shrunga Hata Batuke

They looked like flashes of of gold and yellow light shining from Your bow and they made sounds that are pleasing to the ear

Krut. Chaturanga Bala Kshiti Ranga

And You very presence fills this army of Gods with enthusiasm, joy and valour, and even their arrows which are in the quiver on their backs shine forth with new colours

Ghatada Bahu Ranga Ratada Bhatuke
Seeing all this, Lord Bhairava dances in front of You in great ecstasy, repeating over and over again "Jai Mataji, Jai Mataji!"

5)Jay. Jay. Japya Jaye Jayashabda

O Great Goddess, who brings salvation to the world, our complete prostration before You. Constant incantation of Your Holy Name is the most supreme prayer that a devotee can take for his own meditation

Parastuti Tatpara Vishwanute

And when he gets absorbed in saying Your Name, the need for other sounds and language falls away. O Goddess, who have brought salvation to this world, we constantly prostrate ourselves before You.

Jhana Jhana Jhinjita Jhinkruta Nupura

Lord Shiva, who, though beyond sound and language, when He hears the sound of Your wondrous ornaments moving against one another,

Jinjita Mohita Bhutapate

When You are in battle or in dance and make sounds like Jhana JhanaJhinjita and Jhinkruta, He becomes totally filled with joy and leaving His meditation desires to hear these heavenly sounds again and again.

Natina Natartha Natina Nata Nayaka

O Great Goddess, who took the form of Shri Ardha Narishwara, when You dance in the company of other great dancers, You put them all to shame

Naatita Natya Yuganu Rate

For Your divine cosmic dance You always have the greatest musicians and singers accompany You.
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6)Ayi Sumanas Sumanas Sumanas

(Here the poet uses the word Sumanah 4 times; each time it denotes a different aspect of the Devi.)

With Your beautiful mind, You are also like a soft flower. Though we are seeing You in the form of Shri Durga, Your mind is as that of Lord Shiva and Shri Parvati

Sumanas Sumanohara Kantiyute

Your being is so beautiful, and seeing You in this beautiful form our minds become as pure as those of the Gods, and we worship You even more because You are the one who is totally effulgent and all kinds of lights emanate from You.

Shrita Rajani Rajani Rajani

(Here the word Rajani has four different meanings)

The night takes Your protection. Beautiful, You are the one whose Aarti we do

Rajani Rajanikara Vakravrute

You are the One who has no birth; You are eternal; in Your hand You hold a lotus; Your noble face shines like a full moon

Sunayana Vibhrama Rabhrama Rabhrama

We see Your beautiful eyes under the lovely dark eyebrows that look like a cluster of bees

Rabhrama Rabhrama Radhipate

Your name is also Shri Brahmari Devi; when You raise Your eyebrows, the three lines that are formed on Your forehead are the three worlds themselves, and simply by the movement of Your eyebrows You create and dissolve the three worlds

7)Sahita Maharnava Malla Mattalika

In the battlefield when You are faced with great fighters

Vallika Rallika Mallarate

You do battle with them in the way in which they fight

Vir.chita Vallika Pallika Mallika

When You are confronted with such powerful demons who use no weapons, You become totally absorbed in that battle

Jhillika Bhillika Vargavrute

And make plans to destroy them after You have tired them. All this brings great joy to th Bhil tribals who were being harassed by these Mallas.

Sitakruta Phulli Samulla Sitaruna

Your actions are so beautiful, like the rays of the rising sun, and become apparent to us as if flowers are suddenly blossoming on creepers 

Tallaja Pallava Sallalite

Seeing all these beautiful actions Lord Shiva becomes pleased.

8)Kamala Dalamala Komala Kanti

Those beautiful pure clusters of lotuses that emit very gently and sweetly beautiful light

Kala Kalitamala Bhala Late

You have made these flowers blossom by Your own powers and have put them in Your hair.

Sakala Vilasa Kala Nilaya Krama

Heavenly swans have the power to discriminate and when they recognise all of your great work,

Keli Chalat Kala Haunsa Kule

They are filled with complete joy and move around in an excited manner

Alikula Sankula Kuvalaya Mandala

Just as clusters of bees are attracted to groups of fragrant lotuses

Mauli Milad Bakulati Kule
The stars come in clusters attracted to Your forehead.

